ability to fulfil the duties of the Chair in an adequate manner, when I remembered the men who had gone before me. At the same time I expressed the opinion that on my mental horizon there was already a cloud no bigger than the proverbial man's hand inasmuch as acceptance entailed preparation of an inaugural address. The cloud has increased in size month by month until it has blotted out the pleasure I should otherwise have enjoyed in being your President.
The former occupants of this Chair have invariably been men of great scientific attainment, endowed, in addition to the gift of originality of thought, with the command of language to transform this into eloquent sentences. Unfortunately these gifts are denied me, and I feel to-night I am a most unworthy successor of the former Presidents.
The subject of an inaugural address has been in the past, as a rule, a non-debatable one, which is probably a wise custom in any society, so that whoever delivers the address will not be subjected to the severe criticism which the Fellows of this Society know so well how to apply, and I imagine that tradition must have come down from our earliest days when I understand debates were at times more acrimonious than they are to-day. On To take them in strictly chronological order, the first of our past Presidents whom I saw was Dr Milne Murray. At that time most students took two lecture courses in Midwifery, and very frequently one was taken extra-murally and the other in the final year with the Professor.
In my fourth year I went to Milne Murray's class in the New School, and perhaps it was there that I got my first bias towards our subject. A medium-sized man with pointed brown beard and moustache, and soft, deep, brown eyes, he gave the impression to me as a student first rather of the artist than of the scientist; but when he began to lecture that impression was dispelled with speed as his clarity of phrasing in expressing to a student the principles and science of obstetrics made the subject extremely understandable. In a social manner I only met him once and that was when he gave his annual dinner to his students who had obtained first-class honours, and there one found a side of his character that was entirely hidden in his lectures. It was then that the artist, which one had suspected at sight, became more apparent in the surroundings of his house, his love of music, and his ability to descend to the same level as his student guests. It is common knowledge that he saw years ahead the possible developments in our science and established the first antenatal clinique of our country. He was convinced that prophylactic midwifery was the ideal to be aimed at, a view that is now so cordially endorsed by everyone and practised by other Schools, to the distinct detriment of the gynaecologist, who has had half his work removed from him thereby.
Genial and kindly, he was always trying to help anybody who required his assistance, and as a perfect mine of information he impressed everyone. He could invariably give you a reference, almost chapter and verse, on any branch of our subject, and in the purely scientific side of antenatal pathology won world-wide reputation.
I do not know what truth there is in the story which I have heard of him, that, formerly a very heavy pipe-smoker, whilst out for a walk with his friend Miller the latter had said to him, " I cannot understand, Ballantyne, how you can be such a slave to that filthy habit"; and Ballantyne, who from all accounts smoked the oiliest and most bubbling of pipes, retorted that he was no slave to the habit and tossed the pipe he was smoking over a hedge, and on returning home burned all his pipes and tobacco and never smoked thereafter. If that be true, it is but an indication of the strength of will that Ballantyne possessed in addition to his other qualities.
Stephenson of Aberdeen was President in 1908-9, and I met him during the course of those two years when he came here to stay with Haultain to preside at our meetings. His, too, was a characteristic old-world figure, as he was by that time well on in years, and his appearance remains fixed in my memory from the fact that he had required to have one eye removed, I believe for melanotic sarcoma. The operation had been evidently successful as it had been performed some years before, and as our President at that time there was no ageing or weakness of his intelligence. With 
